|- 4 People DesigningMinds_ FI0409 3/12/09 8:04 PM Page 61 $

DAVID CASTILLO

Gallerist, Wynwood

Three years of 14-hour workdays and tireless
curating finally paid off for David Castillo this past
December when the powers that be at Art Basel
Miami Beach awarded his eponymous gallery a
much-coveted spot in its Art Positions program (a
satellite offshoot of the main Basel show that takes
place inside art containers in Collins Park). Castillo
was one of only a handful of Miami gallerists
chosen for the honor (much to the chagrin of many
of his Wynwood neighbors). And luck had nothing
to do with it. Since 2005, Castilo has been
resolved to exposing emerging and mid-career
artists whose concepts relate contemporary art to
historically important work. His 5,000-square-foot
gallery represents an international roster of artists
and curates works in all media through group and
special project exhibitions. It's a job the
unassuming Castillo is ridiculously well schooled
for. The gallerist has degrees in history and art
history from Yale University and the Angelicum in
Rome and has worked at galleries and museums
all over the world. His secret success formula?
“Everything | show or represent are works |
respond 10,” he says. Next up for Castillo: more
™ traveling, a show curated by 2008 Whitney
Biennial artist Adler Guerrier (whom Castillo
represents) and perhaps a New York City location
in the not-too-near yet not-too-distant future.

GLENN PUSHELBERG & GEORGE YABU
Commercial Design Visionaries, Miami Beach
It's not hyperbole to say Glenn Pushelberg and
George Yabu are two of the most successful
commercial space designers in North America.
Since opening their design firm in Toronto, Canada
in 1980, the duo has put its modernist signature on
hundreds of hotels, spas, retail shops, restaurants
and condominiums around the world. Among the
luxury brands they've worked with are Ritz-
Cartton, Tiffany, Carolina Herrera, Four Seasons,
St. Regis, Louis Vuitton and Prada. In Florida, their
work can be seen in the lobbies and public spaces
of One Miami, The Beach Club in Hallandale and
Apogee in South Beach as well as the upcoming
W South Beach, the St. Regis in Bal Harbour and
DB Bistro in the Met2 project in downtown Miami.
Yabu and Pushelberg divide their time between
Toronto and Miami Beach. Their industry honors
include the James Beard Foundation Award for
Excellence in Restaurant Design and induction into
the Interior Design Magezine Hall of Fame. ©
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